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Calendar of  Events 
June 2016 

1— 30 AALAS NaƟonal ElecƟon Open 

27—30 Charles River Short Course on LAS 

19 Father’s Day 

July 2016 

4 Independence Day 

14 Cow AppreciaƟon Day 

31 Logo Contest Submission Deadline 

August 2016 

5—8 AVMA Annual MeeƟng 

12 Branch Summer MeeƟng 

From the Editor 
Everyone hears about that per-
son who is “in the right place at 
the right time.” 

In her article “7 Habits That Make 
Great Opportunities Happen”, Liz 
Strauss assures that “It’s not fate 
or a great gene pool. It’s not an 
accident. It’s not even a lucky 
star. People who enjoy consistent 
success know what it takes to 
make great opportunities hap-
pen.” 

Our summer newsletter is packed 
with opportunities.  The Appala-
chian Branch Summer Meeting 
will be held on Friday, August 12, 
2016 in Knoxville.  A great oppor-
tunity to learn, interact and share 

information with our colleagues. 

You also have the opportunity to 
participate in our logo contest. 
The logo is the key visual compo-
nent of our branch identity.  The 
grand prize is $250 cash and $50 
gift certificates for the AALAS 
store! 

In the TBR Corner, Donna talks 
about other great opportunities 
like entering a contest to have 
your pet photo featured in the 
LASPro magazine, participating 
in the AALAS Foundation 100 All 
Star Race, getting ready for the 
AALAS certification or attending 
the 67th AALAS National Meet-
ing. 

Last, but not least, you also have 
the opportunity to participate as a 
contributor for our newsletter. 
Please email me at yolan-
da.perez@vanderbilt.edu to get 
your article published in our next 
issue. 

“Today is not just another day. It's a 
new opportunity, another chance, a 

new beginning. Embrace it.“ 
- Unknown. 
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Appalachian Branch AALAS 
 

Summer 2016 Meeting 

Friday, August 12, 2016 

Hosted by the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

The theme this year for the summer meeting will be agriculture: 
specifically cows.  
We will start the day off with a host of guest speakers followed by 
a burger bar and a few more speakers.  We will complete the day 
with a tour of the Little River Dairy.  
 

Registration and agenda information will follow soon.  

Appalachian Branch American Association for Laboratory Animal Science                 www.appaalas.org                   5 

http://www.appaalas.org�


Appalachian Branch American Association for Laboratory Animal Science                 www.appaalas.org                   6 

http://www.appaalas.org�


In the News 

Drug might help treat sepsis 
 

By: NIH Research MaƩers: Tianna Hicklin, PhD Published: May 17, 2016 

Sepsis is a life‐threatening condiƟon in which the body launches a 
massive immune response to an infecƟon. It can be triggered by 
different types of microbes (such as viruses and bacteria). A team 
of scienƟsts led by Dr. Ivan Marazzi at the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai invesƟgated anƟmicrobial gene 
acƟvaƟon during infecƟon to beƩer understand the body’s 
immune response to microbes.  

Modeling Disease‐fighƟng Drugs to Reduce Number of 
Animals Needed in Research 
 

By: Anne Ju Manning, Colorado State University; Published: June 9, 2016 

In treaƟng diseases with drugs, dosing is criƟcal; too liƩle is 
ineffecƟve, while too much can be lethal. Colorado State 
University’s Brad Reisfeld takes a mathemaƟcal approach to 
achieving opƟmal dosing for various drugs.  The researchers 
developed what is called a physiologically‐based pharmacokineƟc 
model to predict Ɵme‐course, Ɵssue‐specific concentraƟons in 
the body of rifapenƟne and one of its acƟve metabolites. To 
inform the model, the researchers used typical administraƟon 
schedules for the drug.  

Credit: Ugreen/iStock/Thinkstock 

Zika Virus Vaccine Possible With Help of Primate 
Research 

By: Liz Alverson, Published: May 16, 2016 

ScienƟsts discovered the Zika virus in Africa in the 1940s. UnƟl 
recently, it was not considered a major public health threat. 
Consequently, liƩle research had been conducted into the virus.  
That’s about to change, largely through research involving animal 
models — including primates. Animal research is behind virtually 
every medical treatment in existence. And we have all been the 
beneficiaries.  
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Grand Prize: 
$250 cash plus  

(2) $25 gift certificates 

for the AALAS Store. 
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Puzzle Zone 
 

Quiz Cow 
 
 

1– A female bovine that has not had a calf is called a ___________________. 

 a) Holstein       b) Heifer c) Jersey    d) Stear 
 

2—How many stomach compartments does the cow have? 

 

3—What was fed to cows which spread the “mad cow disease” 

a) Peanut Butter b)  Spinach  
 
c) Cattle & sheep bone meal protein d) Insects 
 

4—In which year were cows brought to Jamestown, VA 

 a) 1824 b) 1751 c) 1992 d) 1611 
 

5—Can Cows see color?   Yes/No 
 

6—What is the genus and species of the cow? 

 

7—What breed of cow produces the most milk? 

 a) Holstein b) Jersey c) Devon d) Ayrshire 
 

8—How long is the average life span of the coww 

 a) 30yrs b) 15yrs c) 25yrs d) 5yrs 
 

9—The best way to determine the age of a cow is by counting the number of rings on its horns 

   True/False 
 

10—Which state has the most beef cows? 

 

 

 

 Solution P. 17 
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Amazing Science 

How Exercise May Help the Brain Grow Stronger 
 

By: Gretchen Reynolds; The New York Times; Published: June 15, 2016 

A report in the journal eLife found that strenuous exercise influences 
gene expression in the brain of mice, boosƟng producƟon of brain‐
derived neurotrophic factor, which is believed to have a protecƟve 
effect. In a separate study, older mice injected with the hormone 
osteocalcin ran as far as younger mice and outran untreated older 
mice twofold, and the team also found that physical acƟvity naturally 
boosts osteocalcin. Researchers hope the findings, published in Cell 
Metabolism, could be harnessed to help improve muscle funcƟon in 
aging humans. 

 

(Credit: Spencer Platt/Getty Images) 

How Cellphones Might Be Messing With Our Sleep 
 

By: Amy Middleton; Cosmos; Published: June 10, 2016 

UK researchers found that exposure to colored light before bed might 
affect the speed at which sleep comes, as well as stress hormone 
levels. They looked at mice, finding that those exposed to blue light 
took the longest to fall asleep, compared with other types of light, but 
in those lacking the pigment melanopsin, mice exposed to blue light 
fell asleep fastest. In addiƟon, exposure to all types of colored light 
tested was linked to higher levels of corƟcosterone, the team reports 
in PLOS Biology, but mice lacking melanopsin had low levels of the 
hormone.  

ScienƟsts Say They Hope to Create A Human Genome In 
The Lab 
 

By: Rob Stein; Nashville Public Radio; Published: June 2, 2016 

A syntheƟc version of the human geneƟc blueprint might used for a 
wide range of medical research, scienƟsts say. But it's far from reality, 
and comes with big ethical and safety quesƟons.  
A group of scienƟsts say they want work toward being able to create a 
syntheƟc version of the enƟre human geneƟc code in the laboratory. 
Their hope is that a complete set of syntheƟc human DNA, known as a 
genome, could someday lead to important medical breakthroughs. 

 

(Credit: Gerard Launet/Getty Images) 

 

(Credit: Scott Tysick/Getty Images) 
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Facility News 

No update. 

 

Things have been very busy in DLAR as we 

prep for our AAALAC site visit later this 

month.   

 

We have been working hard scrubbing and 

polishing and making sure that everything is in 

order!  It is also the end of the fiscal year for 

the University, so things are busy as we make 

that transiƟon as well.   

 

We have been able to hire Morgan Lawson as 

a full‐Ɵme temporary employee through the 

summer to help out as we get ready for the 

site visit and aŌerward while others take sum‐

mer vacaƟons.  Morgan has worked part‐Ɵme 

in our department for a couple of years, so 

she was able to hit the ground running.   

 

Lastly, you will noƟce some major changes to 

the face of ETSU’s main campus if you travel 

through right now.   

 

The official groundbreaking for the new foot‐

ball stadium occurred late last year, but the 

work has become very visible now.  Several 

faciliƟes have been relocated and the land is 

now being graded near the Basler Center for 

Physical AcƟvity.   

 

Have a great summer….I’m headed back to 

my cleaning! 

 

SubmiƩed By:  Jennie Hoard 

Hello! We are pleased to announce that our 
basement construcƟon has ended and we are 
able to house our ever‐growing rodent popu‐
laƟon at this facility again.  
 
Our dog and cat populaƟon has also grown 
over the last few months. We have almost 
twenty new cats and have been working hard 
to spend Ɵme with them and socialize them. 
They are doing really well; some of them have 
the most fantasƟc personaliƟes. Most of our 
older cats have gone to live at their new 
homes, but we sƟll have a few more up for 
adopƟon. Eight beagles recently arrived to 
stay with us; we hope to start adopƟng out 
some of our older beagles later this year.  
 
We are very pleased to have a first year vet 
student join our team for the summer. Kiki 
has already been a tremendous help and she 
is loving the experience of working with the 
dogs and cats, as most of her experience thus 
far has been with large animal.  
 
We had our IACUC inspecƟon last month 
which went well.  
 
Our AAALAC inspecƟon is scheduled for later 
this month, so we are thrilled to have the ex‐
tra hand to help us prepare for this.  

 
SubmiƩed by:  Lauren Rosa 
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Facility News 
 
 
 
SummerƟme is here at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center and we have lots of things hap‐
pening. 
 
We would like to welcome new members to our 
team with the Division of Animal Care. Our new 
animal care technicians are Elise Jones, Caroline 
Spencer and Chris Ricci.  Dr. Lauren Himmel has 
joined the TPSR team as our newest veterinary 
pathologist. CongratulaƟons are in order as well 
for many. Dr Carissa Jones is compleƟng her Vet 
Residency program at the end of June and will 
begin her new job as one of our staff veterinari‐
ans. Dr. Troy Apple will transiƟon to the Office 
of Animal Welfare Assurance and become a vet‐
erinary reviewer. We will miss seeing him on a 
regular basis with the animals but we are grate‐
ful he will not be far away. Also transiƟoning to 
our veterinary staff will be Kendall Johnson. She 
was working as an animal care tech and will 
now work with us as a veterinary technician.  
We are excited for all of you!  We would also 
like to welcome Dr. Amanda Derbyshire who 
will be joining our two year Veterinary residen‐
cy program in July 2016.  
 
Dr. Yasin Kokoye is leaving us at the end of 
June. Thank you for everything you have done 
for the Appalachian Branch of AALAS and for all 
of your amazing contribuƟons to Vander‐
bilt.  We wish you well in your future endeavors 
and you will be missed dearly by us all!  Also 
leaving us is Tracey Street, one of our adminis‐
traƟve assistants. She is transferring within Van‐
derbilt to another department. We hope to see 
you on campus!  
 
CongratulaƟons are in order for Michael Dudley 

as he completed his associate degree in 
healthcare management and Atef Khalil, who 
passed the North American Veterinary licensing 
exam. You can read more about Atef in our Col‐
league corner secƟon of the newsleƩer,  please 
check it out. 
 
Vanderbilt just began hosƟng their famous 
Farmers Market at our main courtyard outside. 
Every Thursday aŌernoon, vendors from around 
Nashville bring beauƟful flowers, veggies and 
awesome products to sell. It will be available 
each week unƟl October. 
 
The Preston Research Building has completed 
the floor renovaƟon project and is gearing up 
for the Washroom RenovaƟon ‐ part 2. We 
hope to start the project in the fall of 2016. It 
will consist of the RenovaƟon of the "Clean 
side", a new bedding dispenser and a new 
boƩle filling staƟon. We will keep you updated 
on our progress. 
 
We would like to thank Dr. Kelli Boyd for allow‐
ing the Animal Care and Use Program to host 
our picnic at her beauƟful farm. This years’ 
theme was a Luau!  It was a grand Ɵme! 

Stay cool everyone as we head into summer! 
We look forward to seeing everyone at the sum‐
mer meeƟng in Knoxville!!!  

SubmiƩed by:  Donna LeMay 
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AALAS National News 
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Puzzle Key 

 

 
Quiz Cow Answers 

 
 
 

1– A female bovine that has not had a calf is called a ___________________. 

 a) Holstein       b) Heifer c) Jersey    d) Stear 

 

2—How many stomach compartments does the cow have?      4 

 

3—What was fed to cows which spread the “mad cow disease” 

a) Peanut Butter b) Spinach c) Cattle & sheep bone meal protein d) Insects 

 

4—In which year were cows brought to Jamestown, VA 

 a) 1824  b) 1751  c) 1992  d) 1611 
 

5—Can Cows see color?   Yes/No 
 

6—What is the genus and species of the cow?    Bos taurus 

 

7—What breed of cow produces the most milk? 

 a) Holstein     b) Jersey c) Devon d) Ayrshire 
 

8—How long is the average life span of the coww 

 a) 30yrs b) 15yrs c) 25yrs d) 5yrs 
 

9—The best way to determine the age of a cow is by counting the number of rings on its horns 

   True/False 
 

10—Which state has the most beef cows?      Texas 

Appalachian Branch American Association for Laboratory Animal Science                 www.appaalas.org                   17 

http://www.appaalas.org�


District 4 Meeting 

To volunteer to speak, please email adryman@emory.edu 

For more information head on over to our website at 
 http://seaalas.wildapricot.org/2017‐D4‐Meeting 
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Passing an AALAS cerƟficaƟon exam at any level enƟtles you to one free year 
of membership in the Appalachian Branch of AALAS.  AƩach a copy of your 
cerƟficate to your membership applicaƟon and send no monies. 

 

The technician cerƟficaƟon designaƟons of ALAT, LAT, and LATG are widely known through‐
out the varied fields of laboratory animal care. They are universally becoming a requirement 
for a lab animal care posiƟon. 

For complete program informaƟon, download the Technician CerƟficaƟon Handbook . 
The handbook contains everything you need to know about applicaƟon and tesƟng proce‐
dures, qualificaƟon criteria, exam fees, and many other topics, and should be retained for 
use as a reference during the applicaƟon process. 

  
 

None reported 

 
 

Lisa Stansbury 

  
 

None reported 

Two Thumbs Up 

Congratulations! 
Do you have someone who has achieved a  
goal, won an award, or deserves recogniƟon?   
We want our members to hear about it!   
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TBR Corner 
Greetings all!!!... from Music City Nashville!  
 
Summer is here and in full force.....can ya feel the 
heat?? Lots of good info in this quarterly 
newsletter! I have the latest info on AALAS topics 
for you below. Just a few reminders that we 
welcome your input for the Colleague corner. Do 
you know a coworker you would like to recognize? 
Or maybe you would like to introduce yourself to 
the Branch? Let us do a feature spotlight and say 
hello! Just email me a name and email address 
and I will do the rest! 
 
How about sharing some interesting tech tips? 
We are all looking for ways to work smarter!!!! 
Why not share with us!?!  
 
Need info about AALAS certification?....Submitting a nomination for an award? .....Want help with a talk topic or 
submission?....Need help navigating the Learning Library?....Interested in attending the National Meeting? Let me assist 
you with answers to these questions and more. I am your Branch representative and I am here to help you anyway I can. 
My email address is Donna.M.Lemay@vanderbilt.edu and I am just a click away! 
 
So stay tuned folks for some National AALAS news and keep in touch! Have an awesome summer!!!!! 
 
AALAS store has great techniques training book to help in teaching procedures. Check them out at https://www.aalas.org/
store/list  The 7th edition of the Laboratory Regulatory workbook is also available. This workbook is designed to assist 
those who are learning about laboratory animal science and the regulations and guidelines that help provide for the 
humane care and use of laboratory animals. This workbook can help technicians prepare for the AALAS technician 
certification examinations and managers prepare for the Animal Resources examination. It may also be helpful when 
studying for other examinations related to the laboratory animal science field. 
 
Got Pets??? Submit a picture to LASPro magazine and be a part of PET Talk 2016. Send a photo of your favorite feline , 
canine or special pet! Join in the fun! More info in the June issue of LASpro! send your pics to - laspro@aalas.org. 
 
Don’t forget if you plan to shop online, please consider Amazon.com They will donate a portion of your purchase to the 
AALAS Foundation! Let’s go shopping!!!  https://smile.amazon.com .   Another way to donate to AALAS is to donate an 
item to the 2016 Silent and Live Auction at the National meeting in Charlotte. All proceeds received from the Silent & Live 
Auction help support the Foundation’s mission to educate the public about the important role of animals in biomedical 
research and the caring professionals working in LAS.  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RitlCATz8qiPu7-
rNPRRM_TqvGt1pe5JCjcnqCLVFZs/viewform  

It’s the Great AALAS FOUNDATION 100 ALL STAR Race!!!! This is a challenge for contestants 
to paint/decorate a 6 inch wooden race car! You don’t have to be a fast driver to enter! Check 
out more info at this link! https://www.aalas.org/national-meeting/meeting-features/foundation-
race#.V1ApKvkrJhE  
 

...continued on page 25 
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WWW.HIGHLANDSBIOMED.COM 

      Cage Washers, Decon, Bedding Control, Autoclaves 
 

Steve Blevins, BS, RLATG   
Telephone: 423.677.8624     
Email:  steve@highlandsbiomed.com 
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The Appalachian Branch of AALAS is a not-for-profit 
educational 501(c)3 association, chartered under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee. The Appalachian 
Branch is affiliated with the American Association for 
Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS™) and is one of five 
Branches in AALAS District IV. We  
are dedicated to the advancement of laboratory animal 
science primarily through education, training, and 
information exchange. The ultimate goal being the 
improvement of both human and animal health. In 
concert with this aim is the enhancement and 
development of the careers of our technicians, and 
recognizing their achievement via our awards program.  
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The Appalachian Branch of AALAS has several individual, 
institutional, and commercial members nationwide. We are 
geographically located in middle and east Tennessee, 
covering Nashville to Knoxville, and the Tri-Cities.  
 
Membership is not regionally restricted and anyone 
professionally involved with the production, care, and study 
of laboratory animals is welcome to join.  
  
You’ll find both the individual membership and the corporate 
membership applications in this newsletter or on our web 
pages. Come and join us, you’ll be glad you did!  

Appalachian Branch American AssociaƟon for Laboratory Animal Science  
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 

Annual dues include a quarterly newsleƩer subscripƟon and free registraƟon to Branch meeƟngs. Check one:  
 
Individual Membership: $15.00/year _____          Student Membership: $10.00/year _____  
InsƟtuƟonal Membership: $150.00/year _____  
for 12 persons, aƩach correspondence informaƟon (as below) for each member 
Complimentary: Have you passed an AALAS CerƟficaƟon exam at any level this year? Then you get one free year of 
membership, compliments of the Appalachian Branch. AƩach a copy of your cerƟficate to this form and send no money. 
 
ALL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: Please complete the informaƟon below for correspondence.  
 
Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Company/InsƟtuƟon:______________________________________________ 

Title:___________________________________________________________ 

Address 1:______________________________________________________ 

Address 2:______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________ Fax:________________  

E mail:__________________________________________________________ 

NaƟonal AALAS Member? _____ CerƟficaƟon Level:_______ Registry ParƟcipant? _____ 

 
 
DEADLINE for lisƟng in the annual directory is February 28  Please return a copy of this applicaƟon and a check  
payable to The Appalachian Branch AALAS, to:    
      Dana Gray 
            PO Box 1877 
            Mt. Juliet, TN 37121 

Individual membership 

Membership is easy! 
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Commercial Membership 
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The AALAS Learning Library provides training that is 
essential for technicians, veterinarians, managers, IACUC 
members, and investigators working with animals in a 
research or education setting. 

Emphasizing the appropriate handling, care, and use of 
animals, the courses are designed to help you study for 
AALAS certification, meet training mandates of regulatory 
agencies, and improve your knowledge in technical areas. 
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Your Technician Branch  RepresentaƟve (TBR) serves as the connecƟon between lab animal technicians 
and naƟonal AALAS.  The TBR is the voice of the technician community!   

Your TBR can help you to share your ideas or suggesƟons, promote research, help you to become more 
involved in AALAS (local and naƟonal), or help you find answers to quesƟons you may have.   

The AALAS Foundation needs 50 volunteers to serve as tour guides at this year's AREA program in Charlotte! Will you be 
attending the meeting? Can you help? We are excited that 125 Charlotte area high school and middle school students 
have already signed up to participate in this year’s program at the 2016 National Meeting! If you’ve served as an AREA 
Program Tour Guide in the past, you know what a FUN and REWARDING experience it is to help educate young students 
about the important role of animals in research. Click the link below for more information and to sign up to volunteer! Tour 
Guides MUST be registered attendees of the 2016 AALAS National Meeting. https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1N5WDzETMAMBtqiSKtV0MJyQwDQFZ53ob-aSxc12sYso/viewform 
 
The Foundation has been reaching out in a big way and they are available to help your community. Have you conducted a 
recent outreach event in your community lately? Planning one in the near future? Here are a few recent events we visited 
and had a booth with awesome info and handouts to educate our communities.  
 West Washington University recently hosted a GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math & Science) Fair – to inspire young 

women in their community to pursue STEM-related careers.  
 AALAS member, Andrea Swanson, and other local LAS professionals, participated in this event by hosting a table on 

biomedical research and careers. AALAS member, Emily Reimold, along with 40 other volunteers from different 
scientific backgrounds, recently conducted an outreach program – “Women in Science Day”. The purpose of the event 
was to educate elementary students about the vast options of careers in the field of science. Approximately 500 
students, from kindergarten through 4th grade, attended this educational and fun event. 

 The Texas Branch AALAS recently conducted an AREA Program at their Branch meeting. A mix of high school and 
vet tech students attended and participated in this educational outreach program. 

 The AALAS Foundation was excited to be exhibiting the last week in March at the National Catholic Educators 
Association conference in San Diego - it's the largest conference of private school teachers! 

 AALAS partnered with AMP at the USA Science & Engineering Festival mid-April in Washington, DC! Over 300,000 
people attended this fun and educational event! 

 Many Appalachian Branch members volunteered at the National Science Teachers Association Conference held in 
Music City Nashville this past April. We partnered with Sally Westlake and had a great time teaching the “Teachers” all 
about AALAS and Laboratory animal Science. 

 
We'd love to hear from you and how you're helping get the word out about the compassionate professionals working in 
LAS and the many career opportunities available in biomedical research. Email us at foundation@aalas.org and let us 
know what you're doing and how we might be able to help by providing free resource materials. 
 
The AALAS Learning Library is getting a new look! Follow us on Facebook for new development updates and launch date 
announcements! Stay tuned as we will give 30 days notice prior to the new site going live. 
 
Last But not least……Registration is now open for the 67th National AALAS meeting on Oct 30 – Nov 3 in Charlotte, NC!!!! 
Please stay tuned to the AALAS website, Facebook and Twitter for more information as it develops! http://
myemail.constantcontact.com/National-Meeting-Registration-Is-Now-Open.html?soid=1101442511563&aid=PHUuzVrkaws  
 
Thank you all for reading the TBR corner and catching up with AALAS! Please email me if you have questions, concerns, 
ideas or comments @ Donna.M.Lemay@vanderbilt.edu 

TBR Corner (...continued) 
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Colleague Corner 

Welcome to the Colleague 
Corner. I would like to 
introduce you to Atef Khalil. 
 
Atef is a member of 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center and started with the 
Division of Animal Care 10 
years ago. His first role there,  
was as a Veterinary 
Technician and he enjoyed 
caring for all of their animals. 
A few years ago he moved to 
the Translational Pathology 
Shared Resource Lab as a 
Comparative Pathology 
Technician. His favorite part 
of the job is performing 

necropsies.  He enjoys 
putting the pieces of the 
puzzle together, regarding 
his animal subjects. 
 
Atef is originally from Egypt 
and now lives in Nashville. 
He has a beautiful wife and 
children and loves being a 
father. Besides being a great 
family man, he has quite a 
passion for soccer! 

 
His AALAS certification is 
ALAT and LAT. He was a 
veterinarian while he lived in 

Egypt.  He has been working 
very hard to complete the 4 
step of the North American 
Veterinary Licensing exam.  
He recently received word that 
he has passed those tests and 
is now a licensed Veterinarian 
in the United States. Everyone 
at Vanderbilt is very proud of 
his accomplishments and look 
forward to new and exciting 
things in his future. 
Congratulations Atef!! 

SubmiƩed By:  Donna LeMay 

SecƟon Contributors: 
 

Steve Blevins 
Erin Fickle 

Jennie Hoard 
Donna LeMay 
Yolanda Perez 
Lauren Rosa 

Erin Yu 

News & Views 
Appalachian Branch 
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	Greetings all!!!... from Music City Nashville! 

	Summer is here and in full force.....can ya feel the heat?? Lots of good info in this quarterly newsletter! I have the latest info on AALAS topics for you below. Just a few reminders that we welcome your input for the Colleague corner. Do you know a coworker you would like to recognize? Or maybe you would like to introduce yourself to the Branch? Let us do a feature spotlight and say hello! Just email me a name and email address and I will do the rest!

	How about sharing some interesting tech tips? We are all looking for ways to work smarter!!!! Why not share with us!?! 

	Need info about AALAS certification?....Submitting a nomination for an award? .....Want help with a talk topic or submission?....Need help navigating the Learning Library?....Interested in attending the National Meeting? Let me assist you with answers to these questions and more. I am your Branch representative and I am here to help you anyway I can. My email address is Donna.M.Lemay@vanderbilt.edu and I am just a click away!

	So stay tuned folks for some National AALAS news and keep in touch! Have an awesome summer!!!!!

	AALAS store has great techniques training book to help in teaching procedures. Check them out at https://www.aalas.org/store/list  The 7th edition of the Laboratory Regulatory workbook is also available. This workbook is designed to assist those who are learning about laboratory animal science and the regulations and guidelines that help provide for the humane care and use of laboratory animals. This workbook can help technicians prepare for the AALAS technician certification examinations and managers prepare for the Animal Resources examination. It may also be helpful when studying for other examinations related to the laboratory animal science field.

	Got Pets??? Submit a picture to LASPro magazine and be a part of PET Talk 2016. Send a photo of your favorite feline , canine or special pet! Join in the fun! More info in the June issue of LASpro! send your pics to - laspro@aalas.org.

	Don’t forget if you plan to shop online, please consider Amazon.com They will donate a portion of your purchase to the AALAS Foundation! Let’s go shopping!!!  https://smile.amazon.com .   Another way to donate to AALAS is to donate an item to the 2016 Silent and Live Auction at the National meeting in Charlotte. All proceeds received from the Silent & Live Auction help support the Foundation’s mission to educate the public about the important role of animals in biomedical research and the caring professionals working in LAS.  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RitlCATz8qiPu7-rNPRRM_TqvGt1pe5JCjcnqCLVFZs/viewform 

	It’s the Great AALAS FOUNDATION 100 ALL STAR Race!!!! This is a challenge for contestants to paint/decorate a 6 inch wooden race car! You don’t have to be a fast driver to enter! Check out more info at this link! https://www.aalas.org/national-meeting/meeting-features/foundation-race#.V1ApKvkrJhE 
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	AALAS member, Andrea Swanson, and other local LAS professionals, participated in this event by hosting a table on biomedical research and careers. AALAS member, Emily Reimold, along with 40 other volunteers from different scientific backgrounds, recently conducted an outreach program – “Women in Science Day”. The purpose of the event was to educate elementary students about the vast options of careers in the field of science. Approximately 500 students, from kindergarten through 4th grade, attended this educational and fun event.

	The Texas Branch AALAS recently conducted an AREA Program at their Branch meeting. A mix of high school and vet tech students attended and participated in this educational outreach program.

	The AALAS Foundation was excited to be exhibiting the last week in March at the National Catholic Educators Association conference in San Diego - it's the largest conference of private school teachers!

	AALAS partnered with AMP at the USA Science & Engineering Festival mid-April in Washington, DC! Over 300,000 people attended this fun and educational event!

	Many Appalachian Branch members volunteered at the National Science Teachers Association Conference held in Music City Nashville this past April. We partnered with Sally Westlake and had a great time teaching the “Teachers” all about AALAS and Laboratory animal Science.

	We'd love to hear from you and how you're helping get the word out about the compassionate professionals working in LAS and the many career opportunities available in biomedical research. Email us at foundation@aalas.org and let us know what you're doing and how we might be able to help by providing free resource materials.

	The AALAS Learning Library is getting a new look! Follow us on Facebook for new development updates and launch date announcements! Stay tuned as we will give 30 days notice prior to the new site going live.

	Last But not least……Registration is now open for the 67th National AALAS meeting on Oct 30 – Nov 3 in Charlotte, NC!!!! Please stay tuned to the AALAS website, Facebook and Twitter for more information as it develops! http://myemail.constantcontact.com/National-Meeting-Registration-Is-Now-Open.html?soid=1101442511563&aid=PHUuzVrkaws 

	Thank you all for reading the TBR corner and catching up with AALAS! Please email me if you have questions, concerns, ideas or comments @ Donna.M.Lemay@vanderbilt.edu

	Welcome to the Colleague Corner. I would like to introduce you to Atef Khalil.

	Atef is a member of Vanderbilt University Medical Center and started with the Division of Animal Care 10 years ago. His first role there,  was as a Veterinary Technician and he enjoyed caring for all of their animals. A few years ago he moved to the Translational Pathology Shared Resource Lab as a Comparative Pathology Technician. His favorite part of the job is performing necropsies.  He enjoys putting the pieces of the puzzle together, regarding his animal subjects.

	Atef is originally from Egypt and now lives in Nashville. He has a beautiful wife and children and loves being a father. Besides being a great family man, he has quite a passion for soccer!

	His AALAS certification is ALAT and LAT. He was a veterinarian while he lived in Egypt.  He has been working very hard to complete the 4 step of the North American Veterinary Licensing exam.  He recently received word that he has passed those tests and is now a licensed Veterinarian in the United States. Everyone at Vanderbilt is very proud of his accomplishments and look forward to new and exciting things in his future. Congratulations Atef!!
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